f,;;‘é, I;Ed‘li}r;“t:{l:t WAay h:} was barrenT nind amon
trom the pleasure of participating { the mou
with the other artists. countensa
Years ago I heard a story about|great dr
Senator Chilton’s fiddling. A long|an all ni
way from Charleston, on Elk River,| ————
there lived an old mountaineer who
had a recollection of the keen pleas-
ure he had experienced from hearing
the Senator play. He looked for
ward to hearing him again, but the
slow years slipped by so fast, that
his feet were standing on the brink.
But when he heard that the Senator
was coming into his county, and he
gathered his clan about him and told
them that he wanted to hear the
Senator play the fiddle once more
before he died. His people under- |
stood and the Senator was communi-
cated with and accepted the invita-

tion to play. But when he tried to
g0 to the old man’s house, Elk river
was in flood. There was no boat,
and no bridge, and no way to get
Over. Then the Senator came down|
to the edge of the river on one side

and the old man was brought to the| 4

slde, and there across the m——
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AS | - S the joy and grief of man | This g
5 ot Marlis ] ard a ¢ of musie the other A pla
o ooy er |evening at the armory but it was]of the
el Or less by fits and starts. 1 had were |
. EDITOR not heai ' that 1 could lmt}’backg,
- ep, and so I left before the square( fully,

s 8, 1926 ‘ances began but they tell me that ment

| there was some dancing before the jugs t
ng up tfj(j‘r:f;'ﬁr: 1ght was over [ always thought Wﬂlll
e following that I would like to dance if it was time
hical error permitted, especially with girls, It Sealr
e passage [seems to he a game in which girls| par
ject of the | add considerable zest and intere:

by the leg- [T do not know to this day wheuk or 1|
teacher in|eyer could dance or not. I drifte
listorian,”’ through some mysterious m

the square dances of the old dsss

SItbing in | the magie of phe fiddle. Some
+ Hotel in | tain of the game would call

of & band ures, that is, give
1€18. The | There was one peculiar f

1 and east | gpe dancers faced aw

rrents of Dta]

other, when the captain
and 1e-[“Do st dorr That

Will keep bothered me, ..'-:'."':
ve I will | megng in the orig
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one, some |breeding announced that he had to
one, - P . .y
In the ar-(ihat his fiist card dealt turned down

building | was an ace and his next card was
good sized | another ace t‘l‘lrned up. Thus he
galleries fhad his aces ‘‘back to back,’” the
with hu- [ highest possible hand to g0 with.,
 Whim- [ Now if 'that is not what do si do
ard time | means, find out for yoursel ves.

in that| Fiddling was not only a question of
e sprain- | skill but endurance. A fiddler added
1@ Gunme. | greatly to the joys of the young per-
by the[sons, but the amusement was not
hungry | only frowned upon by the great maj
T of the [ ority of the best and most powerful
e tune | persons, but absolutely forbidden the
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it worked as a rule was that it was
thougkly impressed upon the child
ir House. I |say of flive or six years of age. He
ho Wwas very | must never dance. That and the al-
d to intro |ternative of hell-fire took strong hold
ipper.  Af-lupon his imagination, and he pursu-
bad been [ed the noiseless tenor of his way, un
er of times | il he became hazy with youth. Then
bn. 1 can|he would fall and trip the light fan
- like Pod |gastic toe and find great sport in
dodging the lightning that was sup-

posed to strike him down for his dis
obedience. Then he would marry
some fine, mountain girl, and when
they had children, they would tell
them about the time they were five
and six yearsold that under no cir-
cumstances must they ever dance
Under this good old plan the moun-
tains raised the best men and wo-
men the world ever saw, and it is to
d. The | be hoped that there is enough of the

0 well. | iron left in the present hectic gener-
plé ‘that [ gtion to save us after the days of this
3 could [cataciysm have passed, and reason
& great|has resumed her away,

Inthe|  Sinfyl as it may be, wicked and
18 the [ worlaly, |
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| cataclysm have passed, and reason paper
& great | has resumed her away, od ﬁd'
, in the Sinful as it may be, wicked andj oyer
is the | worldly, and sad beyond conception | ancs

nost of [ {t is only honest to say that I wished

the other day that I could meet with
& couple of dozen other youngsters on
& smooth floor, with one of those old

to en-
)d the
of the

2S @as
hour

rep-
] Was

‘reat
who

went

that

-1 of a fiddle.

fiddlers present, and once more try to

st&'tid for it.
I am sure the fiddler wouid have en:

| joyed it more for there in that great

room he was like a lamb in a large
place. It took more than a fiddle
string to fill that aching void.

The perpetual motion of a good
bow arm in the old days, was one of
the long distance tests Along about
the sixth hour of the c%fnce, the fid-
dler would take time out for refresh-
ments. This was about two o'clock

in the morning, and the shank of the |

evening. At this time he would pro
bably get a sureptitious drink or two,
and the bucks would make him up
his purse, Being thus refreshed, en-
couraged, aud strengthened he was
able to furnish music for the dance
until brnktq@. Music consisted -f

e 8 2 3z

shake a foob to the romantic pleadings |
But the kids would not
Grandpa must behave. .l
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arm in the old days, was one ol

the long distance tests. Along about
'r:j_l'e sixth hour of the dance, the fia-
dler would take time out for refresh-
tﬁents. This was about two o’'clock
in the morning, and the shank of the
evening. A#t this time he would pro
bably get a sureptitious drink or two,
and the bucks would make him up
his purse. Being thus refreshed, en-
couraged, aud strengthened he was
able to furnish music for the dance
until breakfast. Music consisted of
one fiddler. More would have been a
superfluity. And there is no question

that the fiddle music is the affiinity
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the for-
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of dancing. That king of instrum:
ents. the piano, be it played ever so
cunningly, could not furnish the
wild abandon to a mountain dance. 1
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fiddler was absent, that the piano was
substituted, and it was like chureh
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and quit, But let the fiddle speak
and bright eyed beauties respond.
There is something haunting ang
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rouse | ents. the piano, be it played ever SO

he old | cunningly, could nobu furnish the

e wil- | wild abandon to & mountain dance. 1

dlers. | oan remember occasions when the
tddler was absent, that the piano was
nter- | substituted, and it was like church
, the | music and the danced bogged down
ple of | and quit. But let the fiddle speak
usic. [and bright eyed beauties respond.
ster- [ There is something haunting and
' we |compelling about it. No wonder that
rd of | the pulpit thundered against the in-
even |sidious temptations of the devil’s
 fid- | own instrument the fiddle, and the
ing. | innocent young lads and lassies hard.
est, | ly knew what to do, with the fiddle
veD- ! tugging at their heart strings, and

" of [ duty opposing its dreadful influence.

his "By the path the younger son must
tread,

2y Ere he win to hearth and saddle of
.'lp- his own, B

Mid theri
ok, e riot of the
ek shed, shearers in the

In the i)
in silenc
rd alone, y ?f his quiet camp

In th
f e e
ul dow:’:ﬂiﬂﬂ'a on a bucket, upside

n 1 'El!l!” What the hravest wam
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r of |duty Opposing ger son must | except

1 of [ #By the path the YOUn classe
’el’];; Ere 1;]1': as;fin to hearth and s‘addle of

EII:JB: Mid h;ﬁeozgé of the shearers in the "'—'-"'"—;
‘D‘i(k, In ti};ec’;ilence of his quiet camp '
':g In b}?(leoé]:ening, on a bucket, upside

ul down,

I whisper what the bravest won’t

‘5 confess,
e/7 am Music, I am Torment, I am

= Town,
I am all that ever went with Eve-
ning Dress.”’

It was very hard in the old days to}
find among the staid householders of |
the mountains, homes that would g
countenance the dance. One oﬁ he | §
great drawbacks was nhah llL ne |
an all night aﬂslr, snd . e W

y
i
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o sleep for anyone in the house. t}
L:- Iijt:r]]t},l;‘(;l;gogdxe lrl*-.e to the platform dan e. %u
e other | A plank floor was laid in the shade a
-l't was | of the trees and there Ghe dan S 1-.'
I had ! were held, but that had its dr
ald not | backs. Chaperone it ever so care
square( fully, there remained an outlaw & %
5 that ; ment who would insist on brig 3-_:3-,1;.4;
'@ thejjugs tothe picnic, and the sur
ought | would say it in stitches. Th
it was| time doctor sewed some of the
s. It|seams you ever saw as & 1'
| girls| parties of this kind. They sag
erest. | city, that certain lawless yout
her I|carry something on,the hip. -ﬁ*
rifted f ought to have seen the, fnl! be
ns in | jug of the old days. 5
/S, t0] That fiddle music the ot
'Cap-|carried me back, The boys::
e fig | were taking it with a ra

and |look. But I could see old
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each | get a fill of the mustc
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» JILr 1 werep CInNng 1v Wivill & raviier pored
;mislc? ,5\:);::: Llaﬁlutj ’1 could see old fellows
‘here | standing on tip-toes and trying to 4]
each [ get a fill of the music, and getting bayy
out, [ along about as well as if they were ter
vays | eating thin soup with a 'splinter. 1 Othe
CItffelt like saying to the old boys to
'VEr f yearn no more, for a tender grace of
‘ter|a day that is dead, will never come
; 1n | back to us. _
‘he| Here is one solution of the craze
nd | for fiddle music. For something | ang
tofnear a hundred years it was the only | Fi
LS | music known on the Western Waters. | el

Lt sbtands to reason that none of the |t

s | larger instruments could be imported |
he ) to the log houses of the wilderness.
e

That was to come later.
Not pack them in. The fiddle
0 |come in adding only a few ounc
weight, and if one was_not brou;
with the frying pan, the axe, anc
dlauger, and the rifle gun, and
knife, then one could be mad.
the muyuoodl withou B Ae
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do | come |4 8 if one Was nog brought;ﬁ

weigl;ﬁ;gmfll'(:'i”g pan, the axe, and hhe
of wil’:‘ll and the rifle gun, and the | s
ed [augeh o0 one could be made oug of |28
r-| knl e;nlye woods without trouble, 1w
Cft Ul]:i‘;;ere has been much said abouﬁi (,,
j]J the Cremona violins, an(:! the 1[!!,.-
e| mense price that they bring today. | are
s| But it takes a more dlscrimlnablnr
y | ear than mine to sense _their superior- | thg
ity over the ancient fiddie whittled
out with a pocket knife on the head|
of Bitter Creek. At Cremona in
[taly, the fiddles made by some ~of | th
the neighbors have attained a great | bic
| reputation, and they are favorite | be

themes for song and story in
times. At Cremona, the
families, 2]l fine old Italian hands.

could make good fi
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pur:;!.; E: gﬁd (> song and story in modern
vay, { '

na. the Amabti, men

Then | times. At (remo -
*Jtrf;n Stradivari, Guarneri, snd Ruggieri
borb in | families, 21l one old Italian hauds,
s sup- | could make g(Od fiddles, 81?3 t'l";lte]y
is dis | sell at a fortune DOW. The older ¢
marry | better. They have been ab it over

when | three hundred §ears.
d tell Fiddier Mclllwaine, of KErbacon,

re five ] in the adjoining county of Webster;
o cir-| went to Lhe contest the other day
lance | carrying his precious fiddle. He took |¢
noun- | a taxicab. Got out of the cab and|
| wo- | forgot his fiddle. He discovered his
'is to]loss and was wild about it. 1t was a | the
the | Cremona. A Stradivarius, worhh.f.-.".
ener-f twenty thousand dollars. I know: oy
this | this to be true for I saw it in tum
ason | paper. He had to play onabon' ﬁ,
ed fiddle. After the blg alw

and

over, the pricelm
don,

covered in a pa ‘nshop, wk
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Ty ey F oY B VA CEE Y COROE U
old timer crazy to get money to at-
tend the Gddier’s- concerf &#=u=

I can rememuber plenty of cases|
‘Where organs and pianos were carried | :
to people’s houses siung on greatf . _
| poles. There is no guestion about

aVe €n- ) With a great mo ain peopl’s, the 5
U great| boys and girls born in the mountains, use @ ¢
& largef found in the fidd € tbe highest ex. Prat
, fiddle | pression of meiody and it had s antecd
strange and fascinating eflect uponj| . Long:
. good them, whiicliy was Ll:oroughiy well un- freely
one of § derstood 1y their spiritual advisers, | i°b'!f
about| The S-oich  intellect controlled, Ry 1
e g : : . Will
e fid-| While i1, is szid that Oliver Cromwell to ha
fresh-| had a tiddler,

on investigation, it w
clock | seems that the facts are these. That|

f the | once when Oliver Cromwell was at a Disis
1 pro | castle, that in & hidden apartment
tWo, | from which no sound could issue,
0 upj was a noble fugitive who plz.wedJ
» €0 1 bunes on a fidd]e unbeknownst to old
Was ) Ironsides, and after the restoration,
ancelhie went by the namie of Oliver’s
1 of | tiddler, e

e 4]  For more than & hundred years the
blon | hardwood forests of the Appalach-

DItY | ians guarded by & savage race had

0 I stopped the advance of the Christian | T, D,
People. It remained for ghe Scoteh Xl

80 comjuer 1t and to brine skt el it
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ke him upjwas a noble fugitive who played

reshed, en- | tunes on a fddle unbeknownst to old
)d he was |} Ironsides, and after the restoration,

yhe dancel] he went by the name of Oiliver’s
1sisted of § fiddler.

ve been a For more thhan a hundred vears the
 question | hardwood forests of the Appalach-
affiinity | ians guarded by a savage race had
instrum- stopped the advance of the Christian g D
ever Sojf people. It remained for the Scotch
ish the| to conjuer it and to bring about the
lance. I|formation of a republic. i 517

en the At that time these immigrants had }
400 was | pbeen raised in a faith that taught

church | that everything that was pleasant|
| down | was sintul. It was wrong to laugh.
' Speak | It wes wrong to write poetry. 1t
spond. | was & sin to visit a friend on Sunday.
y and| While it was right to bathe, to swim
r that| for pleasure was sinful. It was a sin
e 1!’1- to travel on Sunday, even to cross a
9"1111 eS river that was rising. It was a sin
e for a tavern keeper to entertain as a
|#uest 8 Roman Catholic. It was 8 sin]
ddle RS S a8 sin .
. Oshave on Sunday. The list of
o eb:)at; were prohibited in
. er Vil SR thi
" “ce)'gmﬂﬂ' that is encouraged now,|
P possibly that -whiskey ‘was| S
of classed as a 009 at that tim \nd|
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laws of thase ‘_1".,,He far more b
m‘e ing. Th - took over the s
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nvflslabive o 3 ater tO furnlsh

e- | imtiative

‘;"7-.,~-1<~a for the m A
e lfpowerful

1.-‘;._1)nS The Chll ‘w;-‘ M
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d | to 1mpose s to whip, or to brand| ¢
6| with a hotiffgo,. Doing penance be-| ,...'
f | fore lt:he regation was one of th&ﬁ-‘" ‘
°| usual waysef ctting right Wlth t
s | Church, S g N w?‘}j',
| To eve_ 1 llsten to music was prohl b
| bited, -;_.;_ | less to make musm. ;%,&:s
There could be no music in the| ’f@
churche 'f'- d not even at weddma ]

tted. A special act was ?“"‘_L ;
ing it an offense punish- ¥
ne and such further|
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re | ter of thge®" cry of Glasgow and
| |other re esh. e
Lo Dancing .-..‘gpeCiS”y pl'Ohib“iP.d R,
»f | and con ‘ “and singers were to
e [ be put in'g i |
At the @k . time down about|
> | London wgy 'r;;- instance, there was
v | another g 2t was headed towards
y | Fiddler’ s re-«‘n a particular en-

closure O
there is {
fiddle l:h
dancers,
ed tobs e.
especiall ;, |

The or
was the ﬂ

o Elysian fields, where
! be perpetual mirth, a
ever ceases (o untiring
nty of grog. and anlimit-
This sectiion as31gned
) sailors.
Ifiddle known in Scotland
ledonian Cremona, a name
for the ieh, so called from the
scratchingmovement evoked.
It w._'_ Ib the plan of life that|
these two ®lcments were to meet in|
the New World, and to form a racef
known as tbe Amerlcan, to which we|
are all pEud to belong. we are|
surely theschildren of lmmlcr_,‘;j*" ‘
though that the word is ab-
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